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New 45th Parallel EMS Offices Open House Feb. 27 

The 45th Parallel EMS has moved into its brand -new headquarters on Ramsey Road in Colebrook. An 
open house is planned for Feb. 27, say Chief Harry Brown, right, and Deputy Chief Michelle Hyde. 
Charles Jordan photo.  

new office/garage on Ramsey 
Road in Colebrook (just off Rte. 
3 north of town).  

Built by Couture Construc-
(Continued on page 2) 

By Donna Jordan  
Coming in right on time and 

under budget, members of the 
new 45th Parallel EMS have 
successfully moved into their 

More School Districts Announce 

Their Proposed 2010-11 Budgets 
Clarksville held its public 

hearing on Jan. 27 with only 
two members of the public at-
tending. The amount of the 
budget for 2010 -11 is $526,153, 

By Donna Jordan  
Annual school budget public 

hearings have been held in the 
past two weeks and voters can, 
for the most part, expect to 
discuss budgets that are either 
level funded or increased at 
March Town Meeting.  

The only budget which is 
looking at any significant 
change in the region is North-
umberland, which is attempt-
ing to cut $200,000 from its 
budget this year. In Colebrook, 
the budget proposed has been 
reduced by about $13,000, 
while in Clarksville and Pitts-
burg, it has raised slightly.  

Republican candidate for U.S. Senate Kelly Ayotte visited with voters during a lunch meeting at How-
ardès Restaurant in Colebrook last Friday. From the left, Jim Tibbetts, State Representative Larry 
Rappaport, candidate Ayotte and Brenda Tibbetts. Charles Jordan photo.  

been reviewing its possibilities 
when it comes to bringing in 
more revenue for the school 
system. 

Presently, it is evaluating 
(Continued on page 15) 

Salem Woman Loses Life 

In Snowmobile Accident  

filled by former Rep. Scott 
Merrick of Lancaster, who re-
signed the position on Dec. 14, 
2009. Four days later, the Gov-
ernor and the five -member Ex-
ecutive Council held their own 

(Continued on page 2) 

This stunning snowmobilerès-eye-view of some especially beautiful 
North Country scenery was taken by Bill Johnson of Columbia last 
week as he rode through Kelsey Notch in Dixville. Courtesy photo.  

Northumberland Police were 
unable as of press time to re-
lease the name of a driver who 
was killed in a motor vehicle 
accident on Route 3 in North-

umberland yesterday afternoon 
pending notification of next of 
kin.  

At approximately 3 p.m. 
(Continued on page 2) 

Driver Dies In Two-Vehicle 

Crash In Northumberland 

By Donna Jordan  
A special primary election 

was held on Groundhog Day, 
Feb. 2, to nominate two candi-
dates to fill the State Represen-
tative seat in Coos County Dis-
trict 2. That seat had been 

By Charlotte Sheltry  
This week, a Stark School 

Board member described the 
Stratford School District as 
thinking outside of the box. For 
the past year, Stratford has 

which is $18,861 higher than 
2009-10. The amount of antici-
pated revenue to be raised is 
$167,481, or $27,613 less than 

(Continued on page 2) 

Roberge And Tholl Winners 

In Special Primary Election 

Alternative Education At 

Stratford Public School? 

Joanne P. Abdinoor, 49, of 
Salem, was killed on Friday,  
Jan. 30, while operating a 
snowmobile on Trail 128 in 
Clarksville.   

After preparing dinner at a 
friendès camp in Clarksville, 
Abdinoor and three other riders 
decided to go for a short ride to 

(Continued on page 2) 

under the townès Primex insur-
ance plan, a move that will 
save the town about $12,400, 
and the employees $3,000 over 
a year's time.  

(Continued on page 15) 

By Charlotte Sheltry  
On Jan. 25, in a non -public 

session, the Northumberland 
Town employees agreed with 
the Northumberland Se-
lectboard to change its HMO 

Northumberland Employees 

Agree To Cuts In Benefits 
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VIDEO NEWS OF THE  
WEEK FOR FEB. 5, 2010  
Harry Brown was our guide 

yesterday as we got a first look 
inside the new headquarters of 
the 45th Parallel EMS near the 
Colebrook-Stewartstown line. 
Even as we filmed, workers 
were putting the finishing 
touches on the building, set for 
an open house on Feb. 27. 

Republican U.S. Senate can-
didate Kelly Ayotte was in 
town last week and we talked 
with her about what she sees 
as the most important issues of 
the campaign. We also stopped 
by the Colebrook Country Club 
as Ray Burton launched his 
17th run for Executive Council.  

Our camera caught some of 
the ceremony as graduates, 
some former Ethan Allen em-
ployees, were given their diplo-
mas at the Canaan Learning 
Center.  
And itès Pittsburg hosting 

Profile in sports action.  

45th Parallel  

tion of Berlin, the new facility 
is 4,288 square feet and has 
plenty of room for the three 
ambulance vehicles (and space 
for three more), an office space, 
a training/conference room, 
living area, kitchen area, bath-
rooms and bedrooms. åThey did 
an awesome job,æ said EMS 
Chief Harry Brown. The facil-
ity will also be used to provide 
training for all area EMS pro-
viders and is in the process of 
becoming an America Red 
Cross Training Center.  

EMS volunteer Greg Placy 
served as the clerk of the works 
for the project, which took 
about four months to complete. 
åGreg was here every work 
day,æ said Brown. The location 
on the Colebrook -Stewartstown 
town lines was carefully se-
lected by the EMS board of 
directors, which includes repre-
sentatives from all towns in the 
two states of the EMS coverage 
area. The 45th Parallel EMS 
was created in October 2008 
after receiving wide -spread 
Town Meeting support that 
same year. The service had 
previously been managed by 
the Upper Connecticut Valley 
Hospital, which had announced 
that year that they needed to 
discontinue operating the ser-
vice and asked that it be main-
tained by a separate entity. 
When it was created, the 45th 
Parallel EMS was the first re-
gional not for profit ambulance 
service in New Hampshire.  

For a little over one year, 
the 45th Parallel EMS re-
mained headquartered in a 
trailer which was on hospital 
grounds while committee mem-
bers worked on constructing 
their new facility, which is 
more centrally located to re-
spond to emergency calls.  

 Last week, the 45th put out 
a notice to all EMS personnel 
that help was needed moving 
into the new facility and, said 
Brown, over a dozen people 
showed up to help. åWe packed 
up the old office which was in 
t h e  t r a i l e r  a n d  A r t 
Beauchemin, an EMS volun-
teer who is with the Colebrook 
Ski -Bees, got the use of an en-
closed snowmobile trailer 
which was helpful. We basi-
cally were able to fit all of our 

(Continued from page 1) 

Chronicle Video 
www.colebrookchronicle.com 

special meeting to set the spe-
cial election date.  

The two winners of the pri-
mary were John Roberge, a 
Democrat from Northumber-
land, and John E. Tholl, Jr., a 
Republican from Whitefield. 
One of these two men will be 
elected to fill the seat on Town 
Meeting Day, which is March 
9. 

The final results of the spe-
cial election are as follows:  

Democratic Primary: John 
Roberge, 163 votes, Eugene 
Montgomery, 116 votes.  

Republican Primary: John 
E. Tholl, Jr., 284 votes, Eric S. 
Catman, Sr., 147 votes.  

(Continued from page 1) KELLY AYOTTE BRINGS 
CAMPAIGN TO COLEBROOK  

Kelly Ayotte of Nashua, who 
served for five years as the first 
woman Attorney General in 
the state of New Hampshire, 
brought her campaign for U.S. 
Senate to Colebrook last Fri-
day, Jan. 29.  

She is a Republican seeking 
to replace retiring U.S. Senator 
Judd Gregg. The Chronicle  
spoke with her at Howardès 
Restaurant in Colebrook, 
where she was meeting with 
voters.  

Chronicle:  What do you see 
as the key issues in this elec-
tion? 

Ayotte:  This is a very im-
portant election for our country 
and for our state. Ièm running 
for United States Senate and 
one of my top priorities, of 
course, is making sure we get 
our economy back on track, 
creating jobs and making sure 
our small businesses are in a 
strong position. Most of our 
businesses in this state are 
small businesses. My husband 
is actually a small business 
owner as well, so I appreciate 
how hard it is in this difficult 
economy. And also we face 
some significant challenges 
with our fiscal condition. Weère 
really in a position where weère 
unfortunately bankrupting our 
country with the amount of 
debt and the deficit that weère 
carrying every year. Ièm very 
concerned that weère going to 
pass that on to our children 
and our grandchildren. So Ièm 
going to fight hard to make 
sure that we, with our tax-
payer dollars, make more re-
sponsible decisions going for-
ward.  

Chronicle: What kind of 
concerns are you hearing today 

(Continued on page 3) 

belongings into that trailer and 
make one trip,æ said Brown. 

Shortly after moving into 
the new facility, the first call 
came in that the ambulance 
was needed to respond to a 
snowmobile accident in Clarks-
ville which, unfortunately, 
turned out to be a fatality.  
åThe contractors are still 

here doing some finish work. 
They call it a punch list,æ said 
Brown. åBut the substantial 
completion was approved last 
Friday by our funding agency, 
the USDA and First Colebrook 
Bank. We got our occupancy 
permit from the town of Cole-
brook and were allowed to 
move in,æ he said. In addition 
to the ambulance service, 
Brown said that Colebrookès 
Emergency Management Cen-
ter is also now located in the 
facility. åIt had been at the 
Colebrook Fire Station,æ he 
said. The new ambulance 
building also serves as an 
emergency disaster shelter.  

With the new facility, all 
three ambulances owned by the 
service are now in one loca-
tionäthere was no room on the 
hospital grounds for all three, 
said Brown. åWe had to store 
one at a garage at the Country 
Club, and the other two were 
at the hospital,æ he said. 

There are around 30 volun-
teers available for ambulance 
calls at this point, said Brown, 
with seven full -time employees. 
Those full time employees work 
12 hour shifts, from six to six, 
seven days a week, so there is 
always someone on duty. åThey 
are the ALS (Advanced Life 
Support) responders,æ said 
Brown. All dispatching for the 
ambulance will continue to go 
through 9 -1-1 which connects 
with Colebrook Dispatch.  

An open house is planned 
for Feb. 27, from 1 -4 p.m., at 
the new facility, complete with 
ceremonies and a ribbon cut-
ting. Politicians have been in-
vited, as well as Sue Prentiss, 
the chief of EMS for the State 
of N.H. åWeève sent the invita-
tion to all the local politicians 
and will be sending a formal 
invitation to all local selectmen 
next week,æ said Brown. 
(Editorès note: Chief Harry 

Brown gives viewers a com-
plete tour of the new facility in 
the Video of the Week at 
www.colebrookchronicle.com.)  

Special Election  

the Clarksville store and re-
turn.  

The crash involved a single 
snowmobile operated by Abdi-
noor. She was not carrying a 
passenger. The accident report-
edly occurred when she failed 
to negotiate a corner and 
struck a rock in a drainage 
ditch.  

Immediately after the acci-
dent, one of the members in 
her riding party returned to 
their camp and called 911 at 
approximately 5:31 p.m.  Res-
cue crews from Pittsburg Fire 
and Rescue, 45th Parallel EMS 
and Conservation Officers 
Chris Egan, Adam Cheney and 
Glen Lucas responded to the 
scene.  

Rescuers initiated CPR 
upon arrival and efforts to re-
vive Abdinoor continued until 
arrival at Upper Connecticut 
Valley Hospital in Colebrook, 
where Assistant Deputy Medi-
cal Examiner Faye Memolo 
pronounced her dead.  

CO Lucas stated that inex-
perience and speed were con-
tributing factors in the crash.  
The accident is still under in-
vestigation at this time.  

(Continued from page 1) 

School Budgets 

last year. The final amount to 
be raised by local taxes is 
$249,774, or $41,615 more than 
last year.  

The total special education 
programs for the Clarksville 
district are down around 
$23,000, while regular educa-
tion is up $12,272. Also up is 
support services and special 
program transportation to and 
from the school.  

The Pittsburg School Dis-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Driver Dies  

Northumberland Police re-
sponded with Groveton Fire 
Dept. and Groveton EMS to a 
two-vehicle crash on Lancaster 
Road near the Ocean State Job 
Lots plaza. Route 3 was closed 
for over two hours, with traffic 
detoured down Old Village 
Road. 

One driver was taken to 
Weeks Medical Center and 
later transferred to Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center by 
DHART.  

A member of the N.H. Medi-
cal Examinerès Office pro-
nounced one driver dead at the 
scene. 

Northumberland Police 
Dept. is conducting an investi-
gation of the crash at this time. 
Coos County Sheriff Dept. and 
N.H. DOT assisted at the scene.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Campaign 

Republican candidate for U.S. Senate Kelly Ayotte visited with 
voters in Colebrook last Friday. Charles Jordan photo.  

Correction 

In a story in last weekès edi-
tion concerning the Northum-
berland Budget Committee 
cutting the Northumberland 
School District's proposed 
budget of $5.6 million, I stated 
that the committee cut 
$202,000 from this budget cre-
ating a $5.466 budget. But this 
figure still may not be the final 
budget figure, because on Town 
Meeting Day, the town resi-
dents may increase that 
budget's committee figure of 
$5.466 by 10 percent, up to 
$20,200. It should have stated 
the residents may increase 
that figure ($5.466) by up to 10 
percent, which is about 
$546,000. Sorry for the error.  

äCharlotte Sheltry  

Clip from our video this week 
in which Harry Brown gives us 
a first look at the new home for 
the 45th Parallel EMS.  

Snowmobiler  

 

Visit Our 
Website 

At 
www.colebrookchronicle.com 



Friday, February 5, 2010 The Colebrook Chronicle Page 3 

Police, Fire And  EMS Reports  
On Jan. 27 the department re-

sponded to a medical emergency in 
Columbia. The patient was transported 
to UCVH. The department also trans-
ferred a patient from UCVH to AVH, a 
patient from AVH to UCVH, and a pa-
tient from CCNH to St. Joseph Hospital 
in Nashua.  

On Jan. 28 the department re-
sponded to a medical emergency in 
Colebrook. The patient was transported 
to UCVH.  

On Jan. 30 the department re-
sponded to a snowmobile accident in 
Clarksville. The patient was transported 
to UCVH.  

  
GROVETON AMBULANCE  

For the week of Jan. 28 -Feb. 4, the 
Groveton Ambulance responded to nine 
911 emergency calls. On Jan. 28, the 
ambulance responded at 1:27 a.m. in 
Groveton/Northumberland. On Jan. 29, 
the ambulance responded to two calls, at 
9:09 a.m. in North Stratford and at 2:11 
p.m. in Groveton/Northumberland. On 
Jan. 30, the ambulance responded at 
4:02 a.m. in Groveton/Northumberland. 
On Feb. 2, the ambulance responded to 
three calls, at 1:33 p.m., 1:48 p.m., and 
with the Groveton Fire Dept. at 3:31 
p.m. all in Groveton/Northumberland. 
On Feb. 3, the ambulance responded to 
two calls, at 9:08 a.m. in Stark, and at 
2:04 p.m. in Groveton/Northumberland.  

Of these nine calls, a total of five 
patients were transported, all to Weeks 
Medical Center in Lancaster. There was 
one request for an interfacility transfer, 
on Jan. 29 from Weeks Medical Center 
to a patientsè home in Groveton/
Northumberland. There were no special 
details covered.  

PITTSBURG POLICE  
On Jan. 28, Pittsburg Police 

responded to two camp break -
ins on River Road in Pittsburg. 
The two camps, one owned by 
Marilyn Whalley of Meredith 
and the other belonging to Wil-
liam McDonough of Notting-
ham, had been forcibly entered 
and snowmobile helmets and a 
kerosene heater were among 
the items taken. Pittsburg Po-
lice gathered some evidence 
and the matter remains under 
investigation. Anyone with any 
information is asked to call 
Pittsburg Police Dept. at 538 -
7003. 

On Jan. 30, a camp break in 
on Rte. 145 was reported to 
Pittsburg Police. A camp be-
longing to Jeff Smith of Salem 
was broken into and a skill saw 
ad other items were taken It is 
uncertain if this break Is re-
lated to the other two, but the 
police are not ruling it out at 
this time.  

During the past week Pitts-
burg Police investigated four 
accidents involving deer. No 
injuries were reported and 
there was minor damage to the 
vehicles. At least two of the 
accidents involved the vehicles 
leaving the scene and the deer 
were left and had to be put 
down due to their injuries. 
Please call Pittsburg Police or 
N.H. Fish and Game if you hit 
a deer so that they can be 
taken care of without delay.  

  
N.H. STATE POLICE  

On Jan. 25, N.H. State Po-

lice responded  to a motor 
vehicle accident on Rte. 16 in 
Errol. Charles Pizer, 54, of 
South Burlington, Vt., was 
northbound on Route 16 when 
he lost control and struck the 
guard rails. He was not injured 
and his vehicle was towed from 
the scene. 

On Jan. 29, State Police 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident on Rte. 3 in Columbia.  
Wilfred Cushing, 36, of Strat-
ford, was traveling northbound 
when he lost control of his vehi-
cle and hit the guardrail.  The 
vehicle was towed from the 
scene and there was no injury.  

  
45TH PARALLEL EMS  

The 45th Parallel EMS reported the 
following activity for Jan. 24 -30. 

On Jan. 24 the 45th Parallel EMS 
transferred a patient from UCVH to 
Littleton Regional Hospital and another 
patient from UCVH to DHMC. At 9:29 
p.m. they responded to Pittsburg for a 
medical alarm activation.  The ambu-
lance was cancelled while en route.  

On Jan. 26 the department re-
sponded to a medical emergency in 
Colebrook but there was no patient 
transport. At 8:03 a.m. there was an-
other medical emergency in Colebrook 
but the patient refused transport. At 
11:45 a.m. the department transported a 
patient from DHMC to UCVH.  

Ayotte  

here in the North Country?  
Ayotte: A real concern is 

about the difficulties in the 
area about jobs and making 
sure that our economy gets 
back on track. Thereès also a 
concern that they donèt want 
taxes to increase. They want 
our businesses to be in a strong 
position where they can put 
people back to work.  

Chronicle: Whatès been the 
reaction to your campaign so 
far? 

Ayotte: Iève been getting a 
lot of enthusiasm and Ièm very 
pleased with the people Iève 
met. I just want to work hard 
for the people of New Hamp-
shire.  

Ayotte said that she hopes 
to return to the area soon, 
bringing her campaign to Pitts-
burg .  Her  webs i te  i s 
www.ayotteforsenate.com.  
(Editorès note: You can see 

the Chronicleès complete inter-
view with candidate Kelly Ay-
otte in this weekès Video News 
of the Week at www.colebrook -
chron icle.com.) 

(Continued from page 2) 

cation and health services 
(which are contracted through 
Upper Connecticut Valley Hos-
pital). åThe hospital has basi-
cally been subsidizing the cost 
of health services and are 
slowly passing all of the cots to 
us. It is costing them more to 
provide the service than we are 
paying for, but it is still 
cheaper than us hiring our own 
nurse,æ said School Board 
Chairman John Falconer.  

There were several de-
creases in line item expenses, 
including decreases in co -
curricular sports, occupational 
therapy, support services, tech-
nology services, improvement 
of instruction, school board 
s e r v i c e s ,  c u s t o d i a l /
maintenance salaries, plant 
services and special ed. Trans-
portation.  

The estimated amount to be 
raised by taxes for the school 
district in Colebrook is 
$1,501,879, or $10,046 less 
than last year, a savings, said 
Falconer, of about five cents 
per thousand.  

 
PROPOSED STARK SCHOOL 

DISTRICT BUDGET   
The Stark School District is 

proposing a 2010 -11 school 
budget of $1,091,475.  

This is a $75,026 increase 
from last year or a 7.38 percent 
increase, which would result in 
a $1.16 per thousand dollar tax 
increase, which includes local 
and state taxes, if passed in 
March. This would create a 
total school tax rate of $9.98 
per thousand.  

This figure includes the cost 
for general education and food 
service, plus $25,000 that 
would go into a capital reserve 
maintenance trust fund.  

This figure includes an in-
crease in tuition of $36,445 for 
students attending Groveton, 
and an additional alternative 
education spot budgeted for 
$5,460-totaling $41,905. Pres-
ently the tuition costs for a 
high school student is $11,900, 
but that will increase to 
$13,900 next fall. The present 
junior high cost is $12,600 per 
student, but in the fall will 
change to $13,400. 

There is a $6,022 increase in 
costs for the School Adminis-
trative Unit (SAU); $7,500 for 
a part -time paraprofessional 
for Title I; and $18,887 in posi-
tion changes. This equates to a 
4.08 percent increase for tui-
tion, and 3.30 percent increase 
in SAU and position changes.  

Articles on the warrant in 
addition to the budget are; to 
obtain approval for a 10 -year 
AREA Agreement with Grove-
ton to serve Grades 7 -12; the 
article for $25,000 to be placed 
in the Maintenance Expend-
able Trust Fund; and to see if 
the town residents would allow 
the school board to seek legis-
lation to repeal RSA 273 -A:12-
Section VII to restore local con-
trol in the collective bargaining 
and school district budget proc-
esses. This article, as is, still 
passes salary increases to staff 
as opposed to holding salaries 
where they are when the dis-
trict can not afford to approve 
raises. This creates a hardship 
on the communities, said In-
terim Superintendent Ron 
Paquette.  

The next school board meet-
ing is at 6 p.m. on March 2 at 
the school, and the annual 
school district meeting to dis-

trict held their public budget 
hearing on Feb. 1 with just 
four  members of the public 
attending. Total appropria-
tions, including warrant arti-
cles, are $3,198,769, or $19,622 
higher than 2009 -2010. In-
creases for the new budget in-
clude $18,780 higher for regu-
lar education and $83,666 
higher for transportation, 
which includes warrant article 
7 in the amount of $87,500 to 
purchase a new school bus. The 
school board is recommending 
replacing the 2001 Interna-
tional 65 passenger bus.  

Voters will see a reduction 
in costs for the office of the 
superintendent (by $6,907), for 
the office of the principal (by 
$4308), for plant services (by 
$27,558) and  for debt service 
(by $10,500). 

Other warrant articles in-
cluding placing $5,000 in the 
Tuition Expendable Trust 
Fund, $5,000 in the Facility 
Maintenance Fund, $24,599 for 
the Collective Bargaining. All 
of these figures are included in 
the total budget of $3,198,769.  

Revenues in Pittsburg are 
expected to increase by 
$98,397. The 2009-10 revenues 
were $845,951 and the 2010 -11 
projected revenues are 
$944,348. The estimated 
amount to be raised by taxes is 
$78,775 less than last year.  

The Colebrook School Board 
held its annual public budget 
hearing on Feb. 2, with nine 
Colebrook voters attending. 
The total recommended appro-
priations for 2010 -11 are 
$6,792,417, which is $13,898 
less than last year. However, 
revenues are down by $4,667, 
so the amount to be raised by 
local tax is $1,501,879, or 
$10,046 less than last year.  

Significant cost increases in 
the Colebrook line items this 
year include teacherès salaries, 
health insurance, special edu-

(Continued from page 2) 

School Budgets 

cuss the budget is set for 2:30 
p.m. on March 9. The polls will 
open on March 9 at 9 a.m. at 
the fire station and close at 7 
p.m. 

äCharlotte Sheltry  
 

REACTION TO $200,000 
NORTHUMBERLAND CUT  

At the Stark Schoolboard 
meeting Tuesday evening, 
members of the schoolboard 
discussed the possible impact 
to the Town of Stark in regards 
to the Northumberland Budget 
Committee cutting the North-
umberland School District's 
proposed budget for 2010 -11 by 
$202,000. 

Because Stark just created a 
new 10-year student tuition 
contract with Northumberland 
for junior and high school stu-
dents, the board was interested 
in what possible programs 
could be cut from Groveton 
Highès budget if the cut stands, 
and how it would impact the 
quality of education at the 
school. And some school board 
members questioned if North-
umberland town residents 
would support such a cut if it 
meant only saving about $145 
a year on a $100,000 piece of 
property (figures generated by 
SAU office).  
åAt the end of the day, we 

will protect this town,æ said 
Stark Schoolboard member 
Tom Bushey.  

A day after the Stark meet-
ing, Bushey told the Chronicle 
that he would like to see Stark, 
Northumberland, and Strat-

ford work together to solve the 
problems during this bad econ-
omy. 
åIf Northumberland falls, so 

do we,æ Bushey said. åThe 
three towns in the SAU are 
linked, so and what happens to 
one school impacts the others.æ 

If the cut was to remain, 
Paquette said that the most 
likely programs to go would be 
the unmandated ones. He told 
the board that 70 percent of 
the Northumberland budget 
was contractual äsuch as sala-
ries and benefits.  
åThere was no fat in the 

budget that was presented to 
the committee, so if they cut 
the bone, the marrow will drip 
out,æ Paquette said. 

Programs such as sports, 
the after -school program, field 
trips, custodial care and pro-
grams in health, library and 
music would be the most likely 
ones to take a hit. The sports 
program is a $93,000 item, 
Paquette said.  
In last weekès budget hear-

ing, a member of the budget 
committee suggested using 
volunteers for the sports pro-
grams.  

Northumberland resident 
Rob Larson said yesterday that 
he understands the value of a 
well -educated student, and he 
advocates a strong educational 
program, but the problem lies 
in the fact that most of us are 
locked into an outdated para-
digm with brick buildings and 
hardware rich curriculum.  
åWe need to find ways to 

educate our students for the 
21st Century through technol-
ogy, internship programs, and 
the web,æ Larson said. åBricks 
and mortar are old ways to do 
the job, and we are suffering 
because of it.æ 

He also said that the nation 
is now 89th in adequate educa-
tion in the industrialized na-
tions, and that is unacceptable.  
åThe world is changing 

faster than our bricks and mo-
tor, å Larson said. åWe must be 
willing to let go of yesterday 
and embrace tomorrow. Con-
tinuing as we have is not fair 
to the next generation. Time is 
running out.æ 

He also said that it is not 
fair to ask the town to cut more 
(budget  commi t tee cu t 
$100,000 for town's proposed 
budget) and not ask the same 
of the school. 

Paquette told the board that 
he believed that some of the 
discontent in the presented 
budget of $5.6 million was over 
the costs at the SAU office, 
plus the school benefits for 
employees. But no one had 
come forward before to discuss 
those issues, he said. The 
Northumberland School Board 
is going to hold a strategy plan-
ning session and create infor-
mation for the public, so it will 
know what damages could oc-
cur at the school. åWe need to 
maintain the school in order to 
attract new people to the area,æ 
Paquette said.  

äCharlotte Sheltry  

Numbers That YOU Need! 

And a price that you can afford! 

Call The Colebrook Chronicle 

At 603-246-8998 
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The Way We Were... 

A Home For 45th Parallel EMS  
Chief Harry Brown was like a proud father showing 

us around the new digs for the 45th Parallel EMS yes-
terday afternoon. Even while crews for Couture Con-
struction wraps up work on -site, one can see why 
Brown, Deputy Chief Michelle Hyde and everyone as-
sociated with the new building on Ramsey Road in 
Colebrook are pleased. A service as important as these 
folks render to us all deserves a nice place to call its 
own.  And they surely have it.  

On Saturday, Feb. 27, the 45th Parallel EMS will be 
hosting an open house at their new headquarters and 
the public is invited.  Itès been a long time coming and 
took a lot of hours planning for this day and itès al-
most here. Plan to stop by if you can and help them 
celebrate as they cut the ribbon.  

Charles J. Jordan  
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Letters 

 Dear Editor,  
My husband and I really 

enjoyed your newspaper, the 
Colebrook Chronicle . 

It sure is nice to read about 
the happenings south of the 
border and also to see pictures 
of people we know in Sawyer-
ville, and the beautiful colored 
pictures of Monadnock.  

Keep up the good work and 
thanks again for dropping off 
the copies to Corey Bellam to 
distribute in our area äit is 
very much appreciated.  

New Hampshire is our fa-
vorite state as we always holi-
dayed in the White Mountains 
and spent many happy hours 
in Campton with my late uncle 
Clare and Dorothy Macey and 
cousins. 

The Groveton Eagles Varsity Basketball Boys of 1980 -81: Front, from left: Rick Goulet, Robbie Styles, 
Brent Merriam, Mark Miles, Jim Powers, Back: Coach Tom Williams, Richard Snelling, Rod Tobias, 
Larry Woodward, Don Gilman, Stan Gagnon, Scorekeeper Joy Keddy, Manager Wayne Bouchard. 
Missing from photo were Brian Tilton, Paul Mulcahy, Richard McKenzie and Mike Fregeau.  

The Groveton Eagles Varsity Basketball Girls of 1980 -81: Front, from left: Toni King, Chris Marshall, 
Kelly Gonyer, Cindy Scott, Lisa Eaton, Terri Gilbert, Tracy Taylor. Back: Coach Gary Jenness, Rachel 
Ladd, Cheryl Hawkins, Lynn Haskell, Sue Snow, Shelly Tilton, Liz Mayhew, Jodi Tobias.  

(Update: in last weekès photo of the Colebrook Mohawk Girls of 1980-81, we incorrectly gave  
the name of Torri Hawes as one of the players. It should have read Traci Hawes, her sister.)  

Elsie (Macey) and Michael 
Harbinson  

Cookshire -Eaton, Que.  
(Editorès note: Our thanks to 

Elsie and Michael for letting us 
know that they are among 
those now reading the Chroni-
cle above the border. In recent 
months, Corey Bellamès contri-
butions have built up our read-
ership in the Eastern Town-
ships to the point that we are 
now sending copies north, 
which Corey is distributing as 
he seeks out news items.)  
  
Dear Charlie,  

Thanks for publishing my 
Open Letter to the Bank of 
America. You might be inter-
ested to know that other than 
for my book and one article I 

did years ago for a music jour-
nal, this current prod to the 
banking industry has resulted 
in more feedback than any-
thing I've ever written.    

A bit to  my surprise, nobody 
is being fooled. Regardless of 
the educational level of the 
commentator, general reaction 
indicates anything received 
from a financial institution is 
expected to be phony 
and intentionally misleading 
with any real message hidden 
in åverbosityæ and/or fine 
print.  And to quote some recent 
political figures, åbankers still 
just donèt seem to get it.æ  

It is somewhat gratifying to 
know, however, that itès not 
just meäitès apparently the 

(Continued on page 5) 

How Many Ways Can 
You Contact Us? 
 
1.Email us at 

editor@wildblue.net 

2. Write us at The Chronicle.  

P.O. Box 263, Colebrook, NH 03576 

3. Call us at 246-8998 

Toll Free 1-866-246-8998 

Theyève moved in and are planning an open house at the new 
headquarters for the 45th Parallel EMS. Charles Jordan photo  


