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Two More Burglaries At Northumberland Businesses 

At the Groveton Elementary School last week, Kim Hockmeyer's second grade students watched a 
movie in their pajamas. Charlotte Sheltry photo.  

Northumberland. A couple of 
weeks ago Groveton Acquisi-
tions (the mill complex) was 
broken into. On Dec. 11, Coos 
PitStop in Northumberland 
was entered during the early 
morning hours, with entry 
gained by breaking in the front 
door.  

On Tuesday, Northumber-
land Police Chief Marcel Platt 
said that the police department 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Charlotte Sheltry  
Robberies at Everybodyès 

Place and Perras Ace Hard-
ware on Saturday night in the 
Town of Northumberland has 
created hardships for the busi-
ness owners. 

In each case, the perpetra-
tors broke into the premises by 
breaking the glass in the front 
door.  

This is the latest of a series 
of breaks reported in Groveton/

After Hearing About Ethan Allen Layoffs:  

Salem Mother And Daughter Collect 

900 Items And Bring Them North 
By Donna Jordan  

It has been a phenomenal 
year for the Helping Hands 
organization in Colebrook. Do-
nations of warm clothing and 
toys have come in from all over 
the state, and just as quickly as 
they arrived they were given 
away to families from Pittsburg 
to Lancaster.  

Helping Hands in Colebrook received a donation of 900 items from Anisha Kalyani, second from left, 
who came north to deliver the items with her mother, Shefali, left, and father, Vinay, third from left. 
Frances Sytek of Helping Hands is at the right. Courtesy photo.  

Faced with several hundred 
losing their jobs when the 
Ethan Allen furniture factory 
closed in Beecher falls, Vt., in 
June, and coupled with poor 
economic conditions which 
have left many others without 
work or income in the region, 
demand for help from the local 
organization has increased this 

By Donna Jordan  
Vt. State Police responded to 

a fatal car accident on Rte. 102 
in Bloomfield, Vt. on Tuesday 
morning at 11 a.m.  

Robert Postier, 77, of Bloom-
field, Vt., was driving his 2002 
Jeep Liberty south on Rte. 102 
when he left the snow - and ice-

covered roadway and struck a 
large Bloomfield Sand and 
Gravel signpost belonging to 
owner John Nugent.  

Postier was pulled from his 
vehicle by a passersby before 
his Jeep became engulfed in 
fire. According to neighbors at 

(Continued on page 2) 

On Tuesday, Robert Postier, 77, of Bloomfield, Vt., died after his 
vehicle left the road on Route 102. After the victim was pulled 
from his Jeep, the vehicle was engulfed in flames. Charles Jordan 
photo. 

By Charlotte Sheltry  
SAU 58 is searching for a 

full -time superintendent. Mem-
bers from the Stratford, Stark, 
and Northumberland School 
Boards and other administra-
tors are presently reviewing 17 
applicants by using a plan cre-

year. The organization started 
about five years ago by collect-
ing winter coats, hats, boots, 
mittens, blankets, åanything to 
keep children warm,æ said 
Frances Sytek, one of the or-
ganizers. åThat has grown into 
helping adults who need cloth-
ing, baby food and formula.æ 

(Continued on page 2) 

ated by a Primex identification 
process. 

Primex is a N.H. Public Risk 
Management company based in 
Concord which is designed to 
deliver principals and practices 
in employee concerns, human 

(Continued on page 3) 

Stratford Receives Grant 

To Repair Headstones  
This was the third äand 

finally a successful ägrant at-
tempt written by the Town to 
receive monies to repair the 
tipped over and broken stones, 
said Ronald Connary, cemetery 
trustee, in a phone interview 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Charlotte Sheltry  
The Stratford Cemetery 

Trustees recently received a 
$14,800 grant from the Neil 
and Louise Tillotson Fund to 
restore and repair 35 head-
stones in the Center Cemetery 
off Route 3 in Stratford.  

SAU 58 Searches For A  

Full -Time Superintendent 

Bloomfield Driver Dies In 

Rte. 102 Crash Tuesday 
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VIDEO NEWS OF THE  
WEEK FOR JAN. 1, 2010  
After weeks of Christmas 

concerts and events, the past 
week was quiet on the video 
front äso quiet, in fact, that we 
were prompted to come up with 
a different sort of Video of the 
Week. 

What visitors to www.cole -
brookchronicle.com will find 
this week when they click on 
our video is a succession of 
front pages from the Colebrook 
Chronicle  spanning 2009. Sit 
back and watch the year pass 
in review.  It is an interesting 
perspective on the headline 
events of the year.  

Next week we expect to re-
sume our regular scheduled 
programming. In the mean-
time, Happy New Year to you 
all who have supported our 
first year of videos by clicking 
on them.  

was undeniable. Her genuine 
compassion and drive to save 
Colebrook seeped through my 
momès cell phone,æ Anisha said 
in an email which accompanied 
the photos which appear with 
this article.  

The family then visited a 
nearby Walmart store, where 
they learned there was no pol-
icy for drop off boxes to collect 
winter clothing. åThey were 
nice enough to have an em-
ployee clothes drive,æ Anisha 
noted. In the meantime, she 
and her mom also visited Mar-
ket Basket in Salem and 
Shawès Supermarkets in Salem 
and Plaistow. åWe went to all 
the stores and set up boxes for 
the drive. We posted signs on 
them describing the crisis and 
asking people for help,æ wrote 
Anisha. åThe people of Salem 
responded with admirable be-
nevolence. We often found our-
selves emptying boxes two to 
three times per week. We did 
this for one month and col-
lected 84 jackets, 23 blankets, 
95 sweaters, 58 pair of wool 
socks, 16 pair of shoes, 335 
articles of baby clothing, 139 
shirts, 60 pairs of pants, 87 
winter accessories and three 
toys.æ Realizing that 900 items 
in a dozen åcolossalæ boxes 
would not fit in her motherès 
car, a Hyundai Sonata,  
Anisha and her mom went to 
the local U -Haul center in 
Manchester, explained what 
their project was about, and 
received a donated U -Haul to 
use for the drive north. Anisha 
and her parents drove the 200 -

The organization will search 
as far as possible to help a 
family in need, whether itès for 
clothing, food, or even a bed. 
This year, they have helped 
over 400 families.  

Two days before Christmas, 
said Sytek, they received a 

(Continued from page 1) 

Burglaries  

has leads and is working them 
hard.  
åI hope they catch the guilty 

parties and hold them account-
able,æ said Liz Padula, owner of 
the restaurant. åBusiness is 
tough enough to begin with.æ 

In a phone interview on 
Tuesday, Padula said that the 
criminals stole a $2,000 piece 
of machinery from Everybodyès 
Place, a machine which is used 
daily to cut meats and chop up 
vegetables; plus they took food 
and meats, the cash register 
with cash in it, a BB -Gun from 
off the wall, napkins, etc. åIt 
(the theft) has really slowed 
business down,æ Padula said. 

At Perras Ace Hardware, 
four items were taken.  

Susie Perras Batchelder, co -
owner of the store, said in an 
interview on Monday that the 
store had just performed an 
inventory and it knew what it 
had. Stolen items included a 
gumball machine, a Skil Belt 
sander, a Black and Decker 
palm sander and a vendor -
Sweet Tart Machine. She said 
that no money was stolen. åWe 
feel very fortunate,æ Perras 
said. åWe leave the cash draw-
ers open with no cash inside.æ 

Security measures have 
been put into place in both 
businesses. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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mile, four -hour long journey to 
Colebrook and delivered their 
donation. Said Sytek, åThey 
brought up so many beautiful 
things, some of them I am 
sharing with NEKKA in Ca-
naan and the Lancaster Hu-
man Resource Center.æ Sytek 
and her husband, Dick then 
took the family out to lunch 
and for a tour of the area.  

Anisha said that she ex-
pected to see a more rural area 
when she came north. åWhat I 
was exposed to in Colebrook 
was an entirely new culture. 
Everything, from the quaint 
small -town atmosphere to the 
appreciative optimism kindled 
in the hearts of the residents 
was eye-opening for me. We 
could not have felt more wel-
come in a town I did not even 
know existed six weeks before,æ 
she wrote.  

Everything at Helping 
Hands is free and no one is 
turned down, and Sytek urges 
everyone who is in need to stop 
visit the Colebrook Main Street 
building. åJust tell us what you 
need,æ said Sytek. 

Collect Items  

donation of over 200 wrapped 
gifts from a family in Dracut, 
Mass., who had heard about 
Helping Hands and wanted to 
make a contribution. And de-
mand for those gifts was great. 
åWhen I left at 3 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve, there werenèt 
even 10 gifts left,æ she said. 
åPeople were coming in all day 
long, looking for help.æ 

On Dec. 12, a young girl and 
her mother drove from their 
home in Salem to deliver cloth-
ing items and winter accesso-
ries to the Helping Hands 
storefront on Main Street in 
Colebrook. åThey had heard 
about us from the Hudson Fire 
Dept.,æ said Sytek. This past 
autumn, Helping Hands was 
åadoptedæ by the Hudson Fire 
Dept., thanks to the help of 
N.H. fire inspector Charlie 
Chalk, who has a home in the 
area. The fire department 
members had collected and 
delivered to Helping Hands 
truckloads of blankets, clothes, 
boots, sleeping bags, and jack-
ets in two separate deliveries.  

When the family in Salem 
became aware of Helping 
Hands through the Hudson 
Fire Dept. collections, daugh-
ter Anisha Kalyani wanted to 
include Helping Hands as a 
project for her Key Club, how-
ever her Key Club advisor took 
ill and so Anisha and her 
mother pursued the project on 
their own.  
åI remember the first voice 

mail Frances left for my mom, 
asking for us not to give up on 
her. The sincerity in her voice 

Driver Dies  

the scene, Postier lived across 
the road from the John Nugent 
property. The accident was not 
far from the DOT garage in 
Bloomfield.  

The vehicle was completely 
involved when the Colebrook 
Fire Dept. arrived at the scene. 
Postier was pronounced dead 
by 45th Parallel EMS person-
nel who were at the scene. The 
cause of death is not known at 
this time. A partial obituary 
appears in this weekès Chroni-
cle. 

The road was closed to traf-
fic for a short while and the 
accident remains under inves-
tigation by Vt. State Police.  

While at the accident scene, 
the 45th Parallel EMS was 
called to a skiing accident at 
the Balsams Wilderness in 
Dixville Notch. A woman had 
fallen on one of the trails and 
was being backboarded off. 
One member of the 45th was 
immediately available for that 
call, while others were able to 
leave the accident scene in 
Bloomfield to go directly to 
Dixville Notch.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Left photo: Vinay, Anisha and Shefali Kalyani drove a donated U -Haul to Colebrook to deliver over 900 items to the Helping Hands  or-
ganization. Right: everything was unloaded from the U -Haul and brought into the Helping Hands center to be unpacked. Courtesy ph o-
tos. 

Left photo: Among the many items the Kalyani family collected from donors in southern New Hampshire was 84 jackets. Right: Th ey also 
collected boots and wool socks. Many of the items were donated at Walmart or Shawès in Salem and Plaistow. Courtesy photos. 

We Love Local Pictures  

And So Do Our Readers! 

Send Them To The Chronicle  

at editor@wildblue.net 


