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Town Of Northumberland Running Out Of Money

By Charlotte Sheltry
The Northumberland Se-
lectboard announced on Mon-
day that the town is not bring-
ing in enough revenue from
property taxes to pay its bills.

Haiti Quake Hits Close To
Home For Groveton Man

By Donna Jordan
The devastating magnitude
7.0 earthquake which hit Port -
au-Prince Haiti on Tuesday
evening has had a frightening

The town now has about
$610,000 in cash flow monies,
and within the next six months
it must pay the Northumber-
land School District some

(Continued on page 2)
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local connecting for two young
Groveton boys whose mother
left New Hampshire to visit
family there just a few weeks
(Continued on page 2)
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Sam White and

Danielle Miller and Sam White, and their dog Joey, stopped in yesterday to check on their burned

home and heavy damaged North Country Humane Society kennel. Charles Jordan photo.

At Colebrook Game:

Groveton Eagle Emily Pelletier Nety
Her 1,000 Career Basketball Point

By Liz Carney

On Jan. 8, 2010, Groveton
Eaglesé Senior
hit her 1,000 point in varsity
basketball in a game on the
road against the Colebrook
Mohawks. Pelletier was held
scoreless in the first, but had a
burst of points in the second
quarter that brought the game
to a stop in recognition of her

achievement. scoring 1,000 points with a
awe woul d h a v e space obnhitewaiting to be en-
EmapyenPedtl ed i 8o me grayea migh,thee day afiher ex-
Coach Tim Haskins, "but the traordinary achievement.
Colebrook fans gave a great Pelletier has been a starter
reception. We really appreci- for all four years of high school.
ated that . a& A c t She® was narhed pop AlldState
briefly so that Emily could be Players twice. After a torn ACL
presented the game ball. She injury during the 2008 soccer
was also presented with a season sidelined her for sur-
plaque congratulating her on (Continued on page 3)

Left photo: Emily Pelletier, second from the left, celebrates her 1,000th point with her father Bruce,

mot her
1, 000th Point

Jacqgquel i ne,
during

s/ sters
t he game

Margaret and Abby.
i n Colebrook on

News of the Week at www.colebrookchronicle.com. Tina McKenzie photos.
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By Donna Jordan
In the 10 days since fire de-
stroyed their home and seri-
ously damaged the North Coun-
try Humane Society facility in

Columbia,
Danielle Miller have received
an outpouring of support and
donations from far and wide
(Continued on page 9)

Still able to hold their own on the track: these pre
showed their power at the Great North Woods Vintage Snowmo-
bile Race held in Pittsburg last Saturday. Charles Jordan photo.

In Northumberland:

-1973 machines

Town Offices Moving
To Former Moose Club

By Charlotte Sheltry
The Northumberland Se-
lectboard announced Monday
evening that the town offices,
and the police and the ambu-
lance departments will be mov-
ing to the former Moose Club

building at Station Square off
Main Street.

The cost for the rental will
be $1,200 per month, but the
board feels that by not paying
for two rentals (town office and

(Continued on page 3)

Food Processing Plant At
Former Groveton Mill Site?

By Charlotte Sheltry
It has been suggested by the
SUNY College of Environ-
mental Science and Forestry in
Syracuse, N.Y. that the former

plant.

Plans for its design are go-
ing forward starting on Feb. 4;
initiated by Preston Gilbert,
operations director for SUNY
Center for Brownfield Studies.
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(Continued from page 1)
$637,000; a shortfall of
$27,000, and that is just the
school bill

not the probl em,
t he payment i n
Northumberland Selectman
Jim Tierney.

Dr. Ronald Paquette, super-
intendent of SAU 58, said on
Tuesday that the school district
is working with the town and is
allowing the town to pay as it
goes instead of paying large
sums of money at any one time.
d&The town
budget in, and now they must
pay for

The board told some 50 town
residents at
meeting on Monday that in
2007 there were 34 property
owners who did not pay their
taxes, which amounted to
$52,000. In 2008 there was
another $188,000 not collected,
and at the end of 2009, there
were 320 people who did not or
could not pay their taxes in the
amount of $430,000. There are
also $74,000 of water and
sewer bills from cycles one,
two, and three, unpaid.

alf this trend
the town is unable to bring in
more revenue by 2011, the
state can take
said.

But the state has its own
financial crisis. According to
the N.H. Center for Public Pol-
icy, the $250 million gap that
the state has been facing will
increase to a $500 million bien-
nial problem in 2010 -11.

In order to have enough
money to carry Northumber-
land through the next six
months, the board said it is
refinancing the water bond
payment in order to save the
town $48,000, and will take out
a TAN Note. This is a loan that
the town can apply for from a
local bank in anticipation of
taxes to be collected. TAN
notes are short-term loans.
This can carry the town over
until June at which time, if
nothing has changed, the town
would apply for a second note
to get them through this year,
but if this does not work, and
not enough monies are avail-
able come 2011, the board fears
that the town would not be able
to borrow again.

Don Borr, assistant director
of the Municipal Service of
N.H. Dept. of Revenue, said in
a phone interview on Wednes-
day that there have been some
towns that have had trouble for
short periods of time, but he
has not seen one go bankrupt.

But the federal government
has a means for municipal
bankruptcy. It is called Chap-
ter 9. It is a reorganization
bankruptcy versus a liquida-
tion bankruptcy, states one
source.

According to National Public
Radio, during the Great De-
pression, some 2000 cities de-
faulted on their debt obliga-
tions. When the cities asked for
help, all they received was
sympathy until President
Franklin D. Roosevelt pushed
through Chapter 9 bankruptcy
for municipalities. The first
municipality bankruptcy legis-
lation was written in 1934. It
was created to protect the

aTh

towns from their creditors and
develop a plan to adjust the
debts that the towns owed. The
plan included extending debts,
which the Town of Northum-
berland is doing, reducing the
amount of interest or principal
on the debt, and refinancing
the dRdt % Sobtdining? hetv
loarls.©B%it af thaf timk f# fids
fodhd fat thowrss vbré un-
able to pay their debts, because
the property owners could not
pay their taxes, and towns
could not immediately take
property (legally, towns can not
take property until after three
years of unpaid debts). And
even if the towns took over the
bad tax debts and obtained the

resideplsaed thiyechuld hét Sell

the land because there were no

Pt,@ Tierphel Thedlgdbst Chapter 9

bankruptcy was in Orange

t hetounfy g C t manes

In New Hampshire, there
are guidelines for the se-
lectboard to follow when in
financial difficulty. RSA 41:.9 -V
states, aln
lated general fund deficit, the
selectmen shall insert an arti-
cle in the warrant recommend-
ing such actions as they seem
appropriate, which may in-
clude, but not limited to, rais-
ing the sum of money for the
purpose of reducing the defi-
goptignues; and

Nort humberl an
lectboard is following this regu-

Y Siatidh ' The bodfd told' tte tollrf ¥

residents that it will place an
article on the warrant asking if
the residents want to place
$82,887 from monies being
returned to the town from the
Brooklyn Bridge project, which
the town is not doing now, and
to return $17,000 to the gen-
eral fund from monies collected
from the transfer station for
the selling of scrap metal.

Haiti

(Continued from page 1)
ago.

Haiti is a devastatingly im-
poverished country, as de-
scribed to the Chronicle by
Groveton resident John
Roberge. His ex-wife, Carline
Roberge, was visiting her fam-
ily in Port -au-Prince when the
earthquake struck. The couple
has four children, two of them
adult age and the younger two
boys, Greg and Chris, are 12
and 13 years old.

Roberge, who is raising the
two boys, sai d,
to Haiti three weeks ago; she
told me she was starting a new
business there and she was
visiting family, and we were
expecting her to return home
this coming Saturday, Jan.
16. & Carline 1
but she and John have main-
tained strong connections with
the mission that John built in
1987. Carline was staying at
the mission during her recent
visit. Car |l i
was next to the mission.

The day after the earth-
quake, Roberge talked with
one of
temporarily lives in Turks and
Caicos, where she is working
at a hotel. She told him that
the family home was gone, but
that her husband and children
were able to escape. She did
not know where Carline was or

case

nees

Left photo. John Roberge of Groveton (with shovel) began construction on this mission facility in Port
au-Prince, Haiti, in 1987. Right photo: the mission is constructed of hand

-made concrete blocks which

are not made to withstand the earthquake like the one which struck the region this week. Courtesy

photos.

Left photo. John Roberge is standing in the back, at the right, with his then

wi th her, he has been told she iIis okay. Ri ght photo
Greg, at the [eft, whil e Carlineés brother, Ostoye
Carlineés mot her Thewnys, | weulsl say) aseoin  DI9ger than the one in Port -au-

with Carline in Haiti. The mis-
sion where Carline was stay-
ing looks down over the Presi-
dential palace, which collapsed
in the earthquake, and the
compound of the Doctors With-
out Borders, which suffered
major damage. The mission
was within two miles of the
epicenter of the earthquake.

Upon hearing of the earth-
quake on Tuesday evening,
Roberge began dialing all his
cell phone connections in Port -
au-Prince, trying to locate his
former wife, her family and
anyone who might know the
status of the mission or the
mi ssi on staff.
Facebook and Yahoo and Twit-
ter, and there just are no con-
nections to Hai
aThere is no
cell phones just keep playing a
recording of this lamenting
music, which is a Haitian folk
song, and ites
country. e

Roberge handed over the
opetasians ioh ethe wraigsion,
which is in the neighborhood of
Croix Desprez, to a former mis-
sion student in 1991, but he
still maintains fundraising and
financing of the mission. The
Crois Desprez mission is an
edgicational facilisybaadnooenof
its former students, Lucmane
(Luc) Niclasse, is now the di-
rector. Roberge has not heard
from Luc or from Wilsone
Solivert, who was operating
another misgiop thah Rohegge
raises funds for. The second
mission is a feeding program
for about 125 children in the

Car | i ne é snortg ¢f Kaitieabaut a 10w fhaur

bus drive north of the capital
(the drive is over rocky roads
that are not maintained well

for travel ).
can | ose any of
obviously
think weeére in

shakenPrrRomcee g® . .sadd
a saytthg Grevetent FirgiReptiisa | . ayercise and nutrition.

denial & they understand
whatés going
12 and 13. They know what
they are hearing on the news,
but we havenet
emotions yet. We just have to
have a gl i mmer
said. &We had a
our cousins in Miami and he
said they know of six people
who were dead in the small
area around our
Roberge.

Late on Wednesday evening,
news came to Roberge via a
Facebook friend in Haiti who

had located Carline. It read
simply: aCarline
goaye fRranddy omre

there was no
the mission

said Roberge,
information on

hiuj ddinneg. s &i d mes
p h o roetellsme rif \the dulding wase

still standing. It sounds like
Carline and her family are still
in the
&gt Qut of tge waods yet far le
and Wil sone. &
own apartment close to the
epicenter. And Wilsone told
Roberge just before the earth-
quake that he was going to be
some distance away for the
night. Roberge says he feels
Wilsone is probably safe, and is
anxious t o
welfare.

There are two and a half
million people who live in Port
au-Prince, but the region, said
Roberge, is broken down into
gquarters. aour
around 6,000 people. But in
our neighborhood, which is a
smaller area, there are no
streets, only paths and steps
made out of concrete which
connect the houses, and the
houses are on hillsides, one
bel ow the

firen elepartgaents i Rort gay-

on.

next.
& T h ene ENdSsdeparigneninand, ong

-wife, Carline, in the back
ddiv Sit the B She was visiting Haiti when the earthquake struck and, while he has not had contact

Prince, and this is a city with

akpast atdr£ge smi

he explained.
Begun in 1987 by Roberge,

then, gnjgsiog. 3 ffyee -story
building, is called the Children

@ff Hoqﬁe OF&U@d’até'Qn I}{Ii%sion.

dike) ofher stfugures | Hait, ¢ ¢

the building was constructed
from hand -made concrete
(Continued on page 3)

mi ssion, & said

Chronicle Video

lvibEoNEWSY OF THE ! |
WEEK FORBAN BLS, bo10
It was nice to be on hand in
the Colebrook gym last week
SvRef Enqily Ibeheﬂbr (pf E;r%\}%-
ton got her 1,000th career point
during the Mohawk -Eagles
basketball game. The _actual

neighborhggfent shd Bt thetaskdt, Gis

well as the celebration that

L U Biiovled, Vi€ fhelubeB inh bu?

video this week.

Later in the video, we pro-
vide some of the action from
both the boyse
which ended with Groveton and
Colebrook each netting a game.

Anyone who knows us knows

hear nfd {e thle cétit tnfisk. It

was a real pleasure last week
to hear and film the three
Celtic harpists who performed
for residents at the Coos
County Nursing Hospital.

AWe? "dtofe” alohg® what
amounted to a snowmobile trail
(opened to general traffic) to
get to the Great North Woods
Vintage Snowmobile Race in
Pittsburg. We love seeing these
classic machines. This was our
second year filming this for our
VideB Rew€of the weeR. | ¥

Fran Bigney also stopped by
Pittsburg to giye elementary
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