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From Proposed Town Budget: 

Northumberland Budget Committee Cuts $100,000 

Michaella Biron of West Stewartstown is headed to the NBA Fit Challenge nationals in Texas. Front, 
from left, Michaella Biron, Chandler Biron. Back, Colebrook Rec. Director Melissa Show, Bruce Biron, 
Sally Biron. For more, see this weekès Video News of the Week. Donna Jordan photo. 

budget of $1,893,331, bringing 
the proposed 2010 budget to 
$1,793,331, which is about 
$100,000 over last yearès opera-

(Continued on page 2) 

By Charlotte Sheltry  
On Wednesday evening, the 

Northumberland Budget Com-
mittee chopped $100,000 off the 
final proposed town operating 

By Donna Jordan  
Around 3 p.m. on Wednes-

day afternoon, emergency per-
sonnel, including the Colebrook 
Fire Dept. and the 45th Paral-
lel EMS, received a report of a 

gunpowder explosion at the 
MDM (Millennium Designed  
Muzzleloaders) plant in the 
former Manchester Manufac-
turing Building on Gould 

(Continued on page 2) 

Michaella Biron Heading To Texas 

For NBA Fit Challenge Competition  
noon, staff, teachers and family 
members gathered in the 
schoolès cafeteria to make the 
surpr i se announcement . 
Michaella was the last person 
to walk into the assembly and 
as she did, everyone stood and 
applauded. The young girl had 
a bit of a surprised look on her 
face, especially when she real-
ized her parents and grandpar-
ents were also in the room.  
The schoolès Principal, 

Melissa Loper, told Michaella it 

By Donna Jordan  
Ten-year-old Michaella Bi-

ron of West Stewartstown is on 
her way to the NBA Fit Chal-
lenge All -Star national basket-
ball competition next month in 
Dallas, Tex.  

The sixth -grader learned 
this week at a surprise cere-
mony in her honor that she had 
won the all -expenses paid trip. 
Michaella is a student at the 
Stewartstown Elementary 
School and on Tuesday after-

was a very good day for her and 
that she had won a very special 
award. Colebrook Recreation 
Dept. Director Melissa Shaw 
then explained to the assembly 
that in November, the Rec. 
Dept. hosted an NBA Fit Chal-
lenge Local competition. 
Michaella won, as did Adam 
Crawford of Colebrook. The two 
then advanced to the regional 
competition in Maine held later 
that month and Michaella won 

(Continued on page 2) 

Last week, Bruce Katz, wife Emily and daughter Marilyn climbed Monadnock, reaching the ice -covered firetower, where they got som e 
breathtaking photos. The climb by snowshoes took about two and a half hours. For more, see page 10 this week. Bruce Katz phot os.  

Man Sustains Burns After 

Blast At Muzzleloader Firm 

Northumberland 

Liquor Store 

Hours Curtailed 

By Charlotte Sheltry  
The Northumberland School 

District met with the North-
umberland Budget Committee 
on Wednesday evening and 
proposed a 2010-11 school op-

(Continued on page 3) 

New Dunkinô Donuts  

Anticipated In Colebrook 

Last week, the N.H. Liquor 
Commission announced a cut 
back in the hours of 30 out of 
78 liquor stores which the state 
operates. Three of those stores 
are in Coos County. They are in 

(Continued on page 3) 

Shelley Jacklin is seen with horse and sleigh on the streets of Saw-
yerville, Que. åThis is not an uncommon sight in the winter around 
Sawyerville,æ reports Corey Bellam, the Chronicleès Canadian con-
tributor. Corey Bellam photo.  

By Donna Jordan  
The owner of the Dunkinè 

Donuts franchise, which is situ-
ated inside the Big Apple store 
in Colebrook, has been looking 

to re-locate to a larger facility 
for several months now. Last 
month, he purchased the for-
mer Colebrook Elementary 

(Continued on page 3) 

Northumberland 

School Budget: 

$5.6 Million 
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VIDEO NEWS OF THE  
WEEK FOR JAN. 22, 2010  
A potpourri of the North 

Country can be found in the 
Video News of the Week at 
www.colebrookchronicle.com.  

Colebrook Academy stu-
dentsè presentation as part of 
the Tillotson North Country 
Foundation Scholarship compe-
tition held in Colebrook Ele-
mentary School cafeteria on 
Jan. 14 is included in this 
weekès video. 

We also go to Stewartstown 
Community School to watch as 
10-year-old Michaella Biron 
learns that she is on her way to 
the NBA Fit Challenge All -Star 
national basketball competition 
next month in Dallas, Tex.  

We include more photos 
taken by the Katz family as 
they scaled Monadnock.  
Thereès also plenty of sports 

action as Colebrook plays Lin -
Wood and Canaan hosts Pitts-
burg.  
Weèd like to thank all of you 

who are not only continuing to 
check out our video, but visiting 
our website. Over the past two 
weeks, we counted over 2,000 
hits on our counter as we ap-
proach the 73,000 mark some-
time this week.  

Northumberland  

tional budget of $1,689,377, 
which was the reduced budget 
after a special town meeting 
was held in September, This 
was after finding out that the 
town would not be receiving 
the annual shared revenue 
monies from the state.  

If passed by the town resi-
dents in March, the Northum-
berland Selectboard would 
choose where the cuts would be 
made. This figure does not in-
clude the water and sewer pro-
posed budgets or warrant arti-
cles which town residents will 
vote on at Town Meeting Day 
in March.  

The proposed water operat-
ing budget was approved by 
the committee at $455,229; and 
the proposed sewer budget was 
approved at $308,271. this 
brings the total for the town to 
$2,556,831, without the war-
rant articles.  

Budget committee member 
Michael Phillips was not happy 
with that figure. He started a 
hardy discussion of where the 
town now economically stands. 
And he made a motion to cut 
the budget buy $200,000. He 
said that he thought that eve-
ryone should be looking at the 
big picture, and that normally 
the town runs a deficit at the 
end of the year of about 
$200,000 to $300,000, which is 
carried over into the next fiscal 
year. Presently the town is 
about $300,000 in the hole. 
Previously, the town dealt with 
the deficit by borrowing from 
the sewer and water budgets, 
but that buffer no longer exists. 
And the number amount of the 
deficit was brought down last 
year because the Groveton Pa-
per Board paid over $100,000 
in taxes, but that was not going 
to happen this year. With this 
proposed budget as is, it will 
put the town another $200,000 
in the hole. And unless we can 
raise another $200,000 in reve-
nue, the taxes will go up. The 
school is looking at increasing 
its budget by $100,000 this 
year. Add that all up and we 
are $600,000 in the hole. An-
other factor to keep in mind, 
that this use to be a more vi-
brant town because we had a 
paper mill, and that mill paid 
taxes, but the value of that mill 
has gone down and abatements 
have been filed. The difference 
in what it use to pay in taxes 
and what the town needs to 
cover because there is no mill is 
another $100,000. That puts 
the town $700,000 in the hole. 
Last week we read in the news-
papers that Northumberland 
could go bankrupt.  
åSo tonight's discussion is 

not just about a bottom line 
number, but itès a number by 
which we do not go bankrupt,æ 
Phillips said. åIt's our job as 
the budget committee to look at 
reality, and reality is not pleas-
ant this year. I see my function 
on this committee as to not let 
this town to go bankrupt. And I 
need to ask this town to be re-
sponsible. I'd like to make a 
motion to reduce the town 
budget by $200,000, which will 
make the budget what it was 
last year -$1.689,377, and per-
mit the selectboard to make the 
cuts where they see fit.æ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Chronicle Video 
www.colebrookchronicle.com 

machine received serious burns 
to his face and his wrist, ac-
cording to Brooks. åFrom what 
I understand he was trans-
ferred to the Boston Burn Unit 
and I believe he had second - 
and third -degree burns,æ said 
Brooks, adding that the powder 
had exploded in the manès face. 
The identity of the individual 
was not available as of press-
time.  

There are reportedly cur-
rently only two men working in 
the facility at this time and the 
second employee was not in the 
building at the time of the ex-
plosion.æThe building has 
smoke alarms, though Ièm not 
sure if it goes directly to Cole-
brook Dispatch or to an alarm 
company. But at some point 
the employee did call the explo-
sion into dispatch because he 
told them he had put the fire 
out, but the building was full of 
smoke,æ said Brooks. 

The fire chief explained that 
the product being manufac-
tured in MDM facility is not as 
explosive as it is flammable, 
and that it produces quite a lot 
of smoke when it does 
flashback.  

MDM has all approved per-
mits and applications to be 
operating its facility, from the 
state on up to the federal ATF 
bureau and it meets all the 
standards and criteria that are 
needed. The business owner is 
Craig Sanborn of Maidstone, 
Vt. He has been involved with 
the business for over 15 years, 
having produced muzzleloaders 
and projectiles in Maine prior 
to starting his Colebrook plant. 
Sanborn was out of town on 
business when the explosion 
occurred. Brooks said that the 
fire department had already 
checked the facility out and 
that the only thing left for 
them to do was to work out  
some kind of fire attack plan. åI 
will get with the owner when 
he gets back so that weèll have 
things a little better in place,æ 
he said. 

Street in Colebrook.  
Colebrook Fire Chief Brett 

Brooks was the first person on 
the scene and he told the 
Chronicle  that when he ar-
rived the building was full of 
smoke, but there were no 
flames. He said that a person 
who was running a machine 
that is designed to make the 
gunpowder finer had been in-
jured when he turned the ma-
chine on and it flashed back 
into his face.  

He put it out, but it takes 
very little of that to create 
smoke. It just filled the whole 
warehouse,æ said Chief Brooks, 
who explained that there was 
clear plastic and black plastic 
separating the MDM factory 
from the rest of the plant. The 
black plastic melted from the 
flashback, but the clear plastic 
was okay. The smoke, said 
Brooks, åfilled the main ware-
house and a little bit of smoke 
went into the next two sec-
tions.æ 

Brooks said there was very 
little damage in the facility 
other than the plastic. åWhen 
the maintenance folks arrived 
they showed us how to turn on 
some ceiling fans which helped 
suck up some of the smoke,æ he 
said. åAnd then we had 
Beecher Falls Fire Dept. come 
down with some more fans. 
Between theirs, ours and the 
building fans, we were able to 
clear the smoke pretty 
quickly,æ said Brooks. 

The employee running the 

(Continued from page 1) 

Committee member Nancy 
Merrow seconded the motion.  

Northumberland Selectman 
Jim Tierney responded by say-
ing, åThat probably will impact 
services. A $200,000 cut is 
pain, is services, and it will 
mean jobs.æ 

He said that there was a 15 
percent hike in health insur-
ance this year. According to the 
proposed budget work sheet, 
this is a cost of $135, 969, 
which is 80 percent paid by the 
town for its employees. The 
employees will pay the other 20 
percent, said town hall. There 
was a 10 percent hike in unem-
ployment compensation; noth-
ing the town can do about that; 
and the dental insurance went 
up, Tierney said. According to 
the proposed budget, dental 
care is covered 100 percent for 
town employees at a cost of 
$7,796. And other benefits 
went up, but the town has no 
control over these increases, 
Tierney said.  

A committee member asked 
what happens if the town goes 
bankrupt and Tierney said he 
did not know, but the state has 
basically said that it does not 
have the finances to take the 
town over.  

Committee member Theresa 
Brooks said that there are 
places to cut. The town gave 
raises, and adjustments could 
be made in benefits. Tierney 
said that if that were to be dis-
cussed, it would be a personnel 
issue and would be discussed 
with the town employees face 
to face. 

Groveton Fire Chief Terry 
Bedell told the committee that 
cutting services would not solve 
the problem.  

Northumberland Police 
Chief Marcel Platt said that 
crime is on the increase and 
has even effected the schools. 
åIf you tie my hands, it will be 
very difficult, and things could 
get worse,æ Platt said. 

A town resident said that 
there are grants that the town 
could apply for to help it out. 
Tierney said that the town did 
submit for $400,000 in grant 
money, half of which was for 
the school. It applied for mon-
ies to insulate the water de-
partment building; $100,000 
for work to be done at the 
transfer station, and monies to 
take some street lights off line. 
He said the town pays for 
street lights all the way down 
to Ocean State Job Lot.  

A suggestion was made by a 
town resident that perhaps the 
town should form a grant com-

other girls ages 9 -10. 
The Chronicle  spoke with 

Michaella after the assembly 
and she said she was very 
happy to be going to Dallas. åI 
have never been anywhere be-
fore and Ièm really excited,æ she 
said.  
The young girlès mom, Sally, 

said that Michaella has always 
been very athletic. åShe has 
done every program that the 
Colebrook Recreation Dept. has 
offered, starting with the Soc-
cer Tots when she was four 
years old. That was the only 
athletic program until you get 
into school, and she has done 
everything ever since,æ said 
Sally. åIèm really proud of my-
self for going this far and ac-
complishing what Iève accom-
plished,æ said 10-year -old 
Michaella. åIt was kind of diffi-
cult to practice, but I finally 
made it through.æ 

On Feb. 12, Michaella and 
her parents will be going to 
Dallas, Tex. for the All Star 

(Continued on page 3) 

Sustains Burns  

On Wednesday, Jan. 20, the Colebrook Fire Dept. and 45th Parallel EMS responded to a gun powder flash at the MDM factory on G ould 
Street in Colebrook. One employee of MDM received serious injuries to his face and wrist. The building was filled with heavy smoke 
which was cleared with the help of the Beecher Falls Vol. Fire Dept. Charles Jordan photo.  

mittee so more grants could be 
applied for. He said that grant 
writing is a very lengthy proc-
ess. 

Tierney then said that if the 
town residents pay their taxes, 
the town would be alright. He 
knew that some of the people 
on the list who have not paid 
their taxes can afford to do so, 
but for some reason they have 
decided not to do it right now.  

Finally, it came time to vote 
on the motion and Phillips 
spoke up and said that he was 
not going to vote yes for the 
$200,000 cut, because it was 
too much. The committee, 
unanimously voted the motion 
down. He then made the mo-
tion for the $100,000 cut and it 
was approved with seven yes 
votes and two no.  

Michaella Biron  

the regional competitions for 
her age group. There were 35 
regional competitions which 
took place between November 
and January, and on Tuesday, 
Shaw learned that Michaella 
was one of the top winners, 
having beaten out over 100 

(Continued from page 1) 


